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Newsletter - March 30, 2020 

The COVID-19 Pandemic has caused a whirlwind of uncertainty, fear, and emotions - 
for everyone. With the announcement of suspended classes on March 13, there was 
almost a feeling of panic as information and plans seemed to continuously change. We 
thought it best to take a collective sigh and try to gage what the lay of the land might be. 
Rest assured, the entire staff of Random Island Academy miss working and interacting 
with our students, but we were waiting for definitive direction on to how to proceed with 
the uncertainty of the coming days. Essentially, the school year has come to a gigantic 
PAUSE - but that doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t try to maintain contact and keep 
relationships fresh over the next little while. 
 
Parental Expectations 
As stated in a memo released by the school district, “ for now, there is no expectation 
for families to be teachers and there is no expectation for teachers to assign grades or 
values to any work students complete while they are at home. However, students are 
encouraged to share their learning and routines with their teachers for feedback.” 
Parents are not expected to  recreate what is achieved in the regular school 
environment.  The collective focus for us all should be on maintaining relationships 
amongst staff, families and learners while practicing safe COVID-19 protocols. Parents 
can have their part to play in stimulating inquiry and providing support where they can, 
but in no circumstances are they expected to be teachers.  
 
What Can My Child Do while Classes are Suspended? 
While we reiterate that parents are not expected to be teachers during this difficult time, 
there are resources with which parents can make their children aware and or explore 
with their children: 

1.  The Newfoundland and Labrador English School District has provided a digital 
learning resource “Learning at Home: Good at Learning - Good at Life” found at 
the following address: http://learningathome.nlesd.ca . 

http://learningathome.nlesd.ca/


2. Google Classroom: many teachers have digital classrooms offered through 
google where teachers are able to post resources, notes, and feedback for their 
respective courses.  

3. Google hangouts: This is a great way to connect with teachers  - this platform 
provides instant messaging when people are logged on and provides the 
opportunity to videoconference through the google application “google meet”.  

4. CDLI - particularly for high school students, CDLI (the Centre for Distance 
Learning and Innovation) provide many resources for students including on-line 
tutoring and course materials. Students DO NOT need to be registered in a CDLI 
course to avail of the resources - they simply have to go to the CDLI website 
(www.cdli.ca) and self register. 

5. Today we are launching the school’s facebook page. On this resource we hope 
to maintain connection with our students through the posting of various learning 
websites, fun theme days, and various fun video posts.  
 

Teachers at this time are not expected to teach new material nor continue their 
respective courses for grading and assessment, and parents likewise are not expected 
to be teachers. The collective focus for the foreseeable future will be on maintaining 
healthy relationships and maintaining good, physical health. Many teachers may offer 
their services to try and maintain a learning connection, but during this time, 
everybody’s priority should be on staying safe and healthy. 
 
The Unknown 
Like most of you, our teaching staff have many questions and concerns - and we 
appreciate that the context of this situation makes it very difficult for our government, 
our department and for our school district, and therefore us, to quickly address them. 
We appreciate and support the actions taken thus far to try and combat the spread of 
COVID-19. Nonetheless, the questions remain. Students in senior high school courses, 
particularly graduating students, must be wondering what impact the suspension of 
classes will have on their receiving credits. At this time we can only offer that 
discussions are taking place and we will share information as soon as we get it. At this 
point we have no idea how long our school will be closed, but we continue to hope that 
we can get back to normal as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
It is our duty to practice safe COVID-19 protocols, particularly with safe social 
distancing. That being said, people still have the opportunity to reach out. Our webpage 
contains valuable information and resources, and all of our staff can be reached through 
their respective email accounts. In addition, we hope to use our facebook page as a 
means to more intimately connect with our learning community. For now, we wish you 
good health and hope that you remain safe. 
 
 

 

http://www.cdli.ca/

